
CITY OF CENTRAL POINT 
City Council Meeting Agenda 

May 9, 2013 
 

Next Res. 1360 
Next Ord. No. 1973  

 
I.  REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER – 7:00 P.M. 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
         
III.   ROLL CALL 
 
IV.  PUBLIC APPEARANCES - This time is reserved for citizens to comment 

on items that are not on the agenda.  
 
V.  SPECIAL PRESENTATION – National Police Week Proclamation 
   
VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Page 2 - 6  A.  Approval of April 25, 2013 Council Minutes 
 7 B.  Proclamation for National Police Week 
 8 - 14 C. 3rd Quarter Financial Statements 
 15 D. Cancellation of May 23, 2013 Regular Meeting 
   
VII.  ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
 
VIII. PUBLIC HEARING, ORDINANCES, AND RESOLUTIONS 
    
 17 - 24 A. Resolution No. ________, Amending Resolution No. 

1138 Providing for Public Procedures and Guidelines for 
Naming Public Lands and Facilities (Samitore) 

 
 26 - 41 B. Resolution No. ______, Amending the Financial Policy for 

the City of Central Point (Adams)  
       
IX. BUSINESS 
 
 -- A. Planning Commission Report (Humphrey)  
 
  43 B. 332 North Second Street Update (Samitore) 
 
  45 C. Bamboo Ordinance Discussion (Samitore) 

 

Central Point 
City Hall 

541-664-3321 

City Council 

Mayor 
Hank Williams 

Ward I 
Bruce Dingler 

Ward II 
Kelly Geiger 

Ward III 
Ellie George 

Ward IV 
Allen Broderick 

At Large 
David Douglas  

Rick Samuelson 

 

 

Administration 
Chris Clayton, City 

Manager 
Deanna Casey, City 

Recorder 

Community 
Development 

Tom Humphrey, 
Director 

Finance 
Bev Adams, Director 

Human Resources 
Barb Robson, Director 

Parks and Public 
Works 

Matt Samitore, 
Director 

Jennifer Boardman, 
Manager 

Police  
Kris Allison Chief 



X. MAYOR’S REPORT 
       
XI. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
XII. COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
XIII.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

The City Council may adjourn to executive session under the provisions of ORS 192.660. 
Under the provisions of the Oregon Public Meetings Law, the proceedings of an 
executive session are not for publication or broadcast. 

 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

        



Consent Agenda 
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CITY OF CENTRAL POINT 
City Council Meeting Minutes 

April 25, 2013 
 
 
I.  REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  
 

Temporary Chairperson Allen Broderick called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
III. ROLL CALL:  Mayor: Hank Williams Excused. 
    Council Members: Allen Broderick, Rick Samuelson, David 

Douglas, and Ellie George were present. Council Members 
Bruce Dingler and Kelly Geiger were excused. 

 
    City Manager Chris Clayton; City Attorney Paul Nolte; 

Police Chief Kris Allison; Community Development Director 
Tom Humphrey; Parks and Public Works Director Matt 
Samitore; Floodplain/Stormwater Coordinator Stephanie 
Holtey; Public Works Office Assistant Cyndi Weeks, and 
City Recorder Deanna Casey were also present.  

  
 
IV. PUBLIC APPEARANCES - None 
 
V. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
 A. Swearing in Master Police Officers Jason Godley and Chadd Griffin. 

Police Chief Kris Allison read letters of gratitude the office received from citizens 
thanking them for their assistance. She explained that both officers are Crater 
High School graduates.  

 
 B. Crater Foundation Presentation: Mr. Harvey Tonn stated that the Crater 

Foundation is celebrating their 20th Anniversary on May 13th. They are asking all 
the cities within School District 6 to proclaim the Month of May as Crater 
Foundation Month. He explained the mission of the Foundation and stated the 
main focus is to assist all students who apply for a scholarship. They will be 
promoting the foundation throughout the month of May with the assistance of the 
proclamation.  

  
VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A. Approval of April 11, 2013 City Council Minutes 
 B. Approval of Crater Foundation Proclamation 
 C. Approval of Street Closure Request from Bobbio’s Pizza 
 D. Appointment of Silvia Rangel to Multicultural Committee 
 E. Appointment of Patrick Smith to the Citizen Advisory Committee 
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David Douglas made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Ellie George seconded. Roll Call: Allen Broderick, yes; David 
Douglas, yes; Ellie George, yes; and Rick Samuelson, yes. Motion approved.  

         
VII. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA - None 
  
VIII. BUSINESS  
 
 A. Fire District No. 3 Quarterly Report 
 

Chief Peterson presented the Quarterly Report for Fire District No. 3. He 
explained that they have seen a drop in revenue and has been working with the 
County Assessor to figure how the low numbers from the last few years. They 
are forecasting an increase in taxes for the coming year. He has been told by the 
Assessors office that things are on the upturn. There was discussion regarding 
Urban Renewal and how those figures might impact the District.  
 
He explained the response times and increase in call activity for Central Point. 
They are in the process of hiring for the Central Point Station.   

 
IX. PUBLIC HEARINGS, ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
 A. Resolution No. _(Continued)__ Amending Resolution No. 1138, 

Providing for Public Procedures and Guidelines for Naming Public 
Lands and Facilities 

 
Parks and Public Works Director Matt Samitore asked that this item be continued 
to another meeting. There have been several questions over the last week 
regarding the procedures and guidelines. Staff is not prepared to have these 
changes approved.  
 
Item was continued to a future meeting at the request of staff. 
 
B. Resolution No. 1357, Accepting the Hidden Grove/Green Valley 

Water System 
 

Mr. Samitore stated that the city has been in negotiations with the Hidden 
Grove/Green Valley Home Owners Association (HOA) to assume their water 
system. Currently the city has a large master meter that services the entire 
complex. The HOA has sub-meters for each unit and bills them separately. The 
city bills the HOA. This is the only subdivision in the City that is not served by the 
city water system where each tax lot is separately owned.  
 
Staff has investigated the current system and determined it is in fair condition. 
The current meters will need to be upgraded. It is estimated that the upgrades 
will cost the city $30,000 initially, but the increase in customers is anticipated to 
generate $20,000 more on an annual basis. 
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David Douglas made a motion to approve Resolution No. 1357, Accepting 
the Hidden Grove/Green Valley Water System. Ellie George seconded. Roll 
Call: Allen Broderick, yes; David Douglas, yes; Ellie George, yes; and Rick 
Samuelson, yes. Motion approved. 

 
 
 C. Continued Indefinitely - First Reading – An Ordinance Adding 

Section 11.16.095 to the Central Point Municipal Code to Include 
Provisions for Stormwater Utility Fee Credits for the School District 

 
This item was continued until action is taken by School District.  
 
Floodplain/Stormwater Coordinator Stephanie Holtey explained the guidelines in 
order for the school district to receive a discount in the storm water utility fee. The 
District will be required to provide an annual report explaining what was 
implemented specifically for this credit. They will provide a report to the City 
Manager who will report to the Council. A motion would be required on the 
amount of credit in order to continue it each year. The credit could be up to 25% 
of their storm water utility fee, it will be up to the city how much of a credit will be 
allowed each year.  
 
There was discussion and concern about how the discount would be used within 
the district. The full 25% discount would be a couple thousand dollars credit. The 
Council was also concerned that the District did not have a curriculum available 
for this presentation and they do not have a representative in attendance. If the 
Council is going to approve the credit they would like to see the plan prior to 
approval of the ordinance.   

 
Ellie George made a motion to continue this item until School District No. 6 
provides an outline of where the savings will be used within the District 
and the curriculum changes to be made in order to receive the discount. 
David Douglas seconded. Roll Call: Allen Broderick, yes; David Douglas, yes; 
Ellie George, yes; and Rick Samuelson, yes. Motion approved.   

 
 D. Public Hearing – Resolution No. 1358, Annexing 0.92 Acres, West 

Vilas Right-of-Way and Land Located at 214 W. Vilas Road and 
Identified on the Jackson County Assessor’s Map as 37 2W 01BA, 
Tax Lot 1000 

 
Community Development Director Tom Humphrey presented the annexation 
resolution for city owned property and right-of-way access. He stated that all 
annexation criteria have been met. Staff approached adjoining property owners 
and they are not interested in annexing at this time and do not have annexation 
agreements in place.  
 
Allen Broderick opened the public hearing. No one came forward and the public 
hearing was closed. 
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Ellie George made a motion to approve Resolution No. 1358, Annexing 0.92 
Acres, West Vilas Right-of-Way and Land Located at 214 W. Vilas Road and 
Identified on the Jackson County Assessor’s Map as 37 2W 01BA, Tax Lot 
1000. David Douglas seconded. Roll Call: Allen Broderick, yes; David Douglas, 
yes; Ellie George, yes; and Rick Samuelson, yes. Motion approved.    

 
 
 E. Resolution No. 1359, City Council Agreement to Support Operations 

of a Community Center 
 

Mr. Samitore explained that Representative Richardson is working on funds to 
build a community center in the valley and would like the center to be located in 
Central Point. To help him secure these funds he has asked the council approve 
a resolution stating that they are in favor of the community center and will support 
the operations. Mr. Samitore presented the phases of the proposed center. 
Depending on public input and the amount of funding available there are three 
options to choose from. The plans are designed to be phased in when funds are 
available. The proposed resolution does not commit the Council to any specific 
phase or dollar amount. If Mr. Richardson is successful in securing funding by 
the state the city will begin a public relations outreach to see what the community 
is willing to help support, and the amenities they would like to see available.  
 
Rick Samuelson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 1359, City 
Council Agreement to Support Operations of a Community Center. David 
Douglas seconded. Roll Call: Allen Broderick, yes; David Douglas, yes; Ellie 
George, yes; and Rick Samuelson, yes. Motion approved.    

 
X. MAYOR'S REPORT - None 
 
XI. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
 City Manager Chris Clayton reported that: 

• He attended a Council/Manager/Staff Relations training.  
• We are having a retirement lunch on May 7th. Council members are 

welcome to attend.  
• He will be emailing the Council proposed changes for Central Point 

Municipal Court.  
• Public Works Office Assistant Cyndi Weeks is present and training to be a 

backup for City Recorder Deanna Casey.   
  
XII. COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
 All members reported that they attended the Budget Committee meetings.  
         
XIII. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Parks and Public Works Director Matt Samitore reported:  
• on the Front Street water line project. They had a little difficulty locating a 

very old pipe.  
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• The property on North 2nd is scheduled to go before the Judge in May. 
There is one Council meeting prior to that court date if alternative action is 
recommended. 

 
Community Development Director Tom Humphrey reported that: 

• There will be a destination business meeting at 7 a.m. on Monday. He 
has a few new people interested in the process.  

• There will be a Planning Commission meeting in May to discuss the 
economic element of the Comp Plan. 

• He is in the process of making adjustments in his department due to 
retirement of three of his employees.  

 
Police Chief Kris Allison reported that: 

• There was a lock down at Jewett Elementary School on April 15th. That 
was also the day of the Boston Marathon Bombing which is why it was 
not reported more throughout the area. A weapon was accidently brought 
to school. There were never any students or staff in danger.  

• D.A.R.E. graduations are being scheduled. Council members are always 
invited to attend these events.  

 
XIV.  EXECUTIVE SESSION - None 
 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Allen Broderick moved to adjourn, all said “aye” and the Council Meeting was 
adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 

 
The foregoing minutes of the April 25, 2013, Council meeting were approved by the City 
Council at its meeting of May 9, 2013. 
 
 
Dated:        _________________________ 
       Mayor Hank Williams 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
City Recorder 
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WHEREAS, the Congress and President of the United States have designat-
ed May 15th as Peace Officers’ Memorial Day, and the week in which May 15th 

falls as National Police Week; and  
 
WHEREAS, the members of the City of Central Point Police Department play 
an essential role in safeguarding the rights and freedoms of this community; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, it is important that all citizens know and understand the duties, 
responsibilities, hazards, and sacrifices of their law enforcement agency, and 
that members of our law enforcement agency recognize their duty to serve the 
people by safeguarding life and property, by protecting them against violence 
and disorder, and by protecting the innocent against deception and the weak 
against oppression; and  
 
WHEREAS, the men and women of the City of Central Point Police Depart-
ment unceasingly provide a vital public service to the citizens of this communi-
ty.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, HANK WILLIAMS, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF    
CENTRAL POINT, OREGON call upon all citizens of this community and up-
on all patriotic, civic and educational organizations to observe the week of 
May 12-18th  2013, as NATIONAL POLICE WEEK with appropriate ceremo-
nies and observances in which all of our people may join in commemorating 
law enforcement officers, past and present, who, by their faithful and loyal de-
votion to their responsibilities, have rendered a dedicated service to   their 
communities and, in so doing, have established for themselves an enviable 
and enduring reputation for preserving the rights and security of all citizens.  
 
I further call upon all citizens of the City of Central Point to observe     
Wednesday, May 15, 2013 as Peace Officers’ Memorial Day in honor of those 
law enforcement officers who, through their courageous deeds, have made 
the ultimate sacrifice in service to their community or have become disabled in 
the performance of their duty, and let us recognize and pay respect to the sur-
vivors of these fallen heroes. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby set my hand this     day of May, 2013. 
      
      ___________________________ 
      Mayor Hank Williams 
      City of Central Point 
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TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council   

FROM:   Deanna Casey, City Recorder 

SUBJECT:   Meeting Cancellation 

DATE:   May 3, 2013 

 

 
Staff is asking Council to consider cancelling the May 23, 2013 Council meeting because of the close 
proximity to the Memorial Day holiday. The agenda was schedule to be lite for that week and those 
items can be moved to the June 13, 2013 meeting.  
 
This action will avoid any issues associated with staff and Council members who plan to travel that 
weekend.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Approve the May 9, 2013 Consent Agenda as presented.  

  
 Staff Report 

 
 

 

 
 
           Administration Department 

Chris Clayton, City Manager 
Deanna Casey, City Recorder 

Barb Robson, Human Resource Manager 
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Resolution  
 

Procedures and 
Guidelines for 

Naming Public Lands  
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To:    Parks and Recreation Commission 

From:  Jennifer Boardman, Manager, Parks and Recreation Department 

Subject: Changes to Naming Resolution  

Date:  May 9, 2013 

 

Purpose:  The purpose of this report is to provide information to clarify items in the current 
naming ordinance and more clearly specify benefactors to the Parks.   
 
Background:  The current naming ordinance was completed in 2006 and went a long 
way in ensuring that park naming was defined.  After several questions arose on 
sponsorship, benefactors and naming of park amenities it was decided to bring revisions 
to the Parks Commission to more clearly define the ordinance.   
The changes that were done all by addition of words to help clarify present ordinance 
wording.  The changes were only added in section 3 of the naming criteria and are 
highlighted in yellow below: 
 
Section 3.  Naming Criteria:   
 
A. City of Central Point public lands, facilities and amenities may be named after a person(s), 

corporate sponsor(s), after a place or location, or after an event that has created an 
important legacy or achievement.  A person’s name is eligible for consideration after two 
years of their death, with special benefactors excepted.  The following criteria may be used 
by the City Council in determining the appropriateness of the naming designation: 

 
1. A noteworthy public figure or official; (a person that made a significant contribution 

to the City of Central Point or Central Point Parks.) 
2. A person, place, or event of historical or cultural significance;   
3. Special benefactor(s) living or dead or dead (benefactor will be recognized as a person 

or group that provides funding of  50 percent or greater value of the park, or a 
person or group that provides “substantially all” of a structure or amenity that they 
wish to carry their name.)  

4. A person, group, place, or feature, particularly identified with the public land or facility; 
5. The wishes of the community in which the park or facility is located will be considered; 
6. Exceptions to the naming criteria can be approved by City Council if an occasion to 

recognize the outstanding contributions of a living person is determined. The following 
criteria may be considered: 

a. When 50 percent of the value of the park or facility is donated, or 

  
 STAFF REPORT 
  

 
Parks and Recreation Department 

 

Jennifer Boardman, Manager 
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b. When “substantially all” of the development is donated. 
c. When public individuals have made a significant contribution over a long 

period of time to, or have special interest in the park, facility, and/or other 
civic programs. 

   

Recommendation:  Central Point Parks and Recreation Commission approved the name 

change clarifications and are forwarding the recommendation to City Council for final 

approval and adoption.  
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RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 
 

AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 1138 PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC PROCEDURES AND 
GUIDELINES FOR NAMING PUBLIC LANDS AND FACILITIES 

 
Recitals: 
 
A. The City of Central Point adopted guidelines consistent with Resolution No. 1138 
and outlined a public process for naming public lands and facilities. 
 
B. Because there are no guidelines for sponsorships or benefactors included in the 
current guidelines, the city desires to add such provisions to the current guidelines as 
reflected in bold below. [Bracketed words] are to be deleted. 
 
The City of Central Point resolves as follows: 
 
Section 1. Section 3 of Resolution No. 1138 is amended to read: 
 
 Section 3. Naming Criteria: 
 
 A. City of Central Point public lands, facilities and amenities may be named 
after a person(s) or corporate sponsor(s), after a place or location, or after an event 
that has created an important legacy or achievement. A person’s name is eligible for 
consideration after two years of their death, with special benefactors excepted. The 
following criteria may be used by the City Council in determining the appropriateness of 
the naming designation: 
 
 1.  A noteworthy public figure or official; (a person that made a significant 

contribution to the City of Central Point or Central Point Parks.)  
 
 2.  A person, place, or event of historical or cultural significance; 
 
 3.  Special benefactor(s) [living or dead] (benefactor will be recognized as a 

person or group that provides funding of 50 percent or greater value of the 
park, or a person or group that provides “substantially all” of a 
structure or amenity that they wish to carry their name.) 

 
 4.  A person, group, place, or feature, particularly identified with the public 

land or facility; 
 
 5.  The wishes of the community in which the park or facility is located will be 

considered; 
 
 6.  Exceptions to the naming criteria can be approved by City Council if an 

occasion to recognize the outstanding contributions of a living person is 
determined. The following criteria may be considered: 

  a. When 50 percent of the value of the park or facility is donated, or 
 
  b.  When “substantially all” of the development is donated. 
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  c.  When public individuals have made a significant contribution over a 
long period of time to, or have special interest in the park, facility, 
and/or other civic programs. 

 
 B. Because temporary “working” designations tend to be retained, the Parks and 
Recreation Director will carry out the naming process for a new park facility as early as 
possible after its acquisition or development. 
 
Section 2. The City of Central Point Procedures and Guidelines For Naming Public 
Lands and Facilities are amended as set forth in Exhibit A. 
 
Passed by the Council and signed by me in authentication of its passage this 
________, day of _________, 2013. 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Mayor Hank Williams 
 
 
ATTEST: 
_________________________ 
City Recorder 
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Resolution  
 

Amending Financial 
Policy  
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To:     Mayor & Council      

From:     Bev Adams, Finance Director 

Date:              May 9, 2013 

Subject:    Financial Policy revision 

 

Background: 
 
During recent budget committee meetings, the subject of proposed carryovers became a point of discussion and 
concern.  Unfortunately, declining funds have made it unreasonable for some funds to meet the carryover standards 
set forth in the City Financial Policy.  At the time the Financial Policy was first written and adopted (September 2009) 
the City had for many years retained strong fund balances.  Therefore, the policy reflected reasonable percentages 
based on historic information at that time.    
Following several years of recession, we have come to the second budget year that we are unable to predict an ending 
carryover as set forth by our policy – specifically for the General Fund.  Although we could not project a year end 
carryover of at least 20%, it is our intention to do all that we can to economize and through efficiencies increase the 
projected carryover of 16.5%. 
We also recognize that a 20% carryover for the General Fund (while conservative and nice to have) may not be entirely 
reasonable following several years of economic adversity.    
We are also including a revision for the High Tech Crime Fund, which modifies the fund carryover from a minimum of 
10% carryover to a “5 to 10 percent” carryover. This fund is used solely to track the high tech lab revenues and 
operating costs, and is over 80% dependent upon the City of Central Point funding to operate.  Because the majority of 
operating costs are provided by the City’s general fund, it is unnecessary to require that a full 10% carryover be held 
from year to year. 
 
Therefore, we ask for Council approval to make the following revisions to the City Financial Policy: 
 

• General Fund revision – Page 5 of the attached financial policy:   
“The General Fund will maintain a fund balance carryover of 15 to 25 percent of total revenues, not including 
grant or loan monies”. 
 

• High Tech Crime Fund revision – Page 6 of the attachment: 
“The High Tech Crime Task Force Fund will maintain a fund balance carryover of 5 to 10 percent of total annual 
revenues”. 

 
Recommended Action: 
 
That Council, adopt the attached resolution revising the City’s Financial Policy. 
 
 
 

Staff Report 
  

 
 

Finance Department 
Bev Adams, Finance Director 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICY 
FOR THE CITY OF CENTRAL POINT 

 
 
RECITALS: 
 

A.  The Mayor and City Council are committed to high standards of financial management and 
therefore periodic updating of financial policies is necessary to assure consistent and 
rational financial management. 

B. The Mayor and Council have reviewed the attached Financial Management Policy and wish 
to elucidate financial procedures that govern the operations of the City of Central Point. 

 
 
THE CITY OF CENTRAL POINT RESOLVES: 
 
Section 1:  To adopt the amended Financial Management Policy for the City of Central Point. 
 

• General Fund revision – Page 5 of the attached financial policy:   
“The General Fund will maintain a fund balance carryover of 15 to 25 percent of total revenues, 
not including grant or loan monies”. 
 

• High Tech Crime Fund revision – Page 6 of the attachment: 
“The High Tech Crime Task Force Fund will maintain a fund balance carryover of 5 to 10 percent 
of total annual revenues”. 

Passed by the Council and signed by me in authentication of its passage this May 9, 2013. 

 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Hank Williams, Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 

________________________________ 
Deanna Casey, City Recorder 
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Business 
 

North 2nd Street 
Update 
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Parks & Public Works Department 
MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  CITY COUNCIL  

FROM:  MATT SAMITORE 

SUBJECT: 332 NORTH SECOND STREET 

DATE:  MAY 3, 2013 
 

Mayor/City Council, 
 
I have received a phone call and email from Karen Larsen from Windermere Van Vleet.  She has been 
approached by the Olson’s to get 332 North Second listed on the real estate market.  I informed Mrs. Larsen 
about the issues with the house and its upcoming court hearing on May 22, 2013.  She informed me she would 
have a listing price and contract for listing it immediately to the City Council at your May 9, 2013 meeting.  If 
materials arrive they will be handed out at the meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Parks & Public Works Department 
 
 

 

       
 

Matt Samitore, Director 
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Business 
 

Bamboo Ordinance 
Discussion 
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Parks & Public Works Department 

 
Matt Samitore, Director 

140 South 3rd Street  |  Central Point, OR  97502  |  541.664.7602  |  www.centralpointoregon.gov 
 

 

 
May 3, 2013 

 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Matt Samitore, Parks & Public Works Director 
 
SUJECT: Bamboo in the City 
 
PURPOSE:  
 
Review potential ordinance for Bamboo limitations.  

 
SUMMARY:  

Recently the council was updated regarding bamboo in the City from a resident who has 
concerns about the expansive nature of it.  After doing research, some City’s have initiated 
ordinances to restrict bamboo on its planting and where it can be planted.  At this point is not a 
prohibited on the state.   

A draft Ordinance is attached.  

Staff is also in the process of updated the tree guidelines for introduction to Council this 
summer.  Staff is looking for discussion of this item and feedback on which options the council 
would prefer.  

BAMBOO INFORMATON: 

According to Portland State University Invasive and Risk Exotic Plants research, Bamboo has not 
aroused enough awareness to be defined as invasive yet, but several researches and studies 
found it aggressive in the Pacific Northwest.  That being said, bamboo is one of the most 
difficult plants to get rid of. There are several ways in which to remove bamboo including 
mowing it down, but it will undoubtedly come back to haunt you later.  

The two most effective ways are: 
1. Spraying a herbicide to kill the bamboo will only kill the shoots not the roots.  
2. Pulling by roots-but this again will only delay the problem because it will not kill all of 

the bamboo roots which are called rhizomes 

There are two major types of bamboo. 

• The first type is called running bamboo. Running bamboo gets this name because the 
rhizomes spread out quickly and will create a wall of bamboo in a short time. Running 
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bamboo is the most hated type of bamboo, but it is also the most effective if you want 
to create a privacy wall.  

• The second is clumping bamboo which stays in a tighter clump and grows more slowly 
than does running bamboo. Clumping bamboo can be just as difficult to kill. 

K ill bamboo w ith herbicide: 

To kill bamboo with herbicide you will need shears, a brush and a pale of herbicide (I have 
heard that vinegar will work). First, cut the shoot six inches from the ground then within 15 
seconds you must paint the herbicide onto the shoot. It is important to paint the herbicide onto 
the shoot as soon as possible if you do not then you will not kill the bamboo. This is because 
the sap will retreat back down into the rhizome within 15 seconds and you want the sap to 
carry the herbicide with it and kill the rhizome. To kill bamboo this way you will want to have 
only a few shoots. 

K ill bamboo by containment and starvation: 

This is to kill large groves of bamboo. To kill bamboo this way you will need to spend some 
money. You will need a backhoe! Use the backhoe to dig out all of the bamboo. Go down about 
16 inches. Now, create a trench at least 30 inches deep around the perimeter of the bamboo, 
and the width of the bucket. Fill the trench with concrete or gravel. This will contain the 
remaining rhizomes. Spread at least two inches of concrete or gravel on top of the pad. If you 
use gravel then place black plastic on the gravel. This will keep all of the rhizomes contained 
below the surface and they will eventually starve without reaching sunlight and die. Next fill soil 
to ground level and plant grass to cover the area where the bamboo used to be. 

You can use these techniques to kill running bamboo or to kill clumping bamboo. If you do not 
want to kill all of the bamboo but simply want to contain it the dig the containment trench and 
fill it with concrete. Some types of bamboo have been known to grow through concrete but if it 
is wide enough this method should work well. To kill bamboo shoots that get through the 
barrier use the herbicide method. 

Even if you're successful, there will inevitably still be rhizomes left behind in the soil. So 
carefully excavate down and around your original hole in pursuit of those fugitives! It may help 
to have a sifter, so that you can sift through the soil as you inspect it to locate the rhizomes. 
Any fraction of a rhizome left behind now will result in a new shoot later, thus mocking your 
efforts to get rid of bamboo. Indeed, you'll probably have to repeat the process many times. 

Getting Rid of Bamboo Using Tarps, Barriers 

Another tactic used for getting rid of bamboo is smothering with tarps. However, note that the 
bamboo may be able to outflank the tarps by spreading beyond their perimeters. Therefore, 
employing tarps can result in the bamboo's popping up somewhere else in the yard -- clearly not a 
desirable result! 

To prevent such a result, consider using the tarp tactic in conjunction with burying barriers. That is, 
many people contain rhizomatous bamboos by sinking plastic barriers into the ground all around 
them, effectively "fencing" the bamboo in. Barriers should run 30" deep; also make sure a couple of 
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inches of barrier extend above the surface. Using such a barrier in conjunction with the application of 
a tarp makes sense: the two tactics complement each other. 

Getting Rid of Bamboo by Cutting 

The American Bamboo Society recommends a different approach to getting rid of bamboo: 
cutting. Since their specialty is bamboo, I would lend the most credence to their advice, which, 
in sum, runs as follows: 

Cut the bamboo shoots down 

Apply water to the area 

Cut down the new crop of bamboo resulting from #2 

Repeat the process 

In conclusion, the American Bamboo Society writes: 

Keep doing this until no more shoots come up. This will exhaust the energy stored in the 
rhizomes underground. Without green leaves to photosynthesize and produce new energy, they 
will no longer be able to send up new shoots. The rhizomes will be left behind, but will rot 
away. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
No recommendations at this time.  
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ORDINANCE NO. _______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE ADDING SECTION 8.04.025 TO   
THE CENTRAL POINT MUNICIPAL CODE  

DEFINING WHEN RUNNING BAMBOO IS A NUISANCE  
AND PROVIDING PENALTIES  

 
Recitals: 
 
 A. Running bamboo (genus Phyllostachys) has a root system with rhizomes that 
run underground and can quickly spread from one property to another unless carefully 
maintained. 
 
 B. Running bamboo has the potential to cause significant damage to residential 

properties when not 
properly installed and 
maintained.   

 
 C. The council encourages the proper planting and maintaining of running 
bamboo by requiring property owners to install proper containment in order to prevent 
the spread of running bamboo onto neighboring properties.  
 
The people of the City of Central Point do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1.  The following Section 18.04.025 is added to  the Central Point Municipal 
Code:  
 
 18.04.025 Running bamboo. 
 

A. For the purpose of this section, "running bamboo" means any bamboo in the 
genus Phyllostachys, including Phyllostachys aureosulcata. 

 
B. No person who plants running bamboo or who allows running bamboo to be 
planted on his or her property shall permit such bamboo to grow beyond the 
boundaries of his or her property.  

 
C. Running bamboo growing in violation of this section is declared to be a 
nuisance and may be removed and abated according to this chapter 

 
D. Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be liable for any 
damages caused to any neighboring property by such bamboo, including, but not 
limited to, the cost of removal of any running bamboo that grew beyond the 
boundaries of his or her property. 

 
E. No person shall plant running bamboo or allow running bamboo to be planted 
on his or her property at a location that is one hundred feet or less from any 
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abutting property or public right-of-way unless such planting is contained by a 
properly constructed and maintained barrier system or such running bamboo is 
planted above-ground in a container or planter such that the running bamboo 
does not come in contact with the surrounding soil. A person who has running 
bamboo on his or her property in violation of this subsection, on the effective 
date of this subsection, shall have 30 days from the effective date to remove, 
construct a barrier or replant in a container.  

 
F. A violation this section shall be punishable under and subject to the terms of 
the general penalty section contained in Chapter 1.16 of this code. 

 
Passed by the Council and signed by me in authentication of its passage this _____ 
day of _____________________, 2013. 
 
 
       __________________________  
       Mayor Hank Williams 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
City Recorder 
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