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Fish In Our Streams
How will the current drought 
affect our stream?

Dan Vandyke with Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife recently visited our 
area to see what kind of fish 
populations are in our streams. 
His concern is that with the 
irrigation districts shutting down 
their water flows will cause the 
streams to dry up and strand the 
fish. He started at the north end 
of Flanagan Park and worked his 
way south to the bridge in the 
park that crosses over Griffin 
Creek. As he worked his net in 
the stream along the shores and 
bushes he caught 11 sculpin, 2 
red shiners, a couple of crayfish 
and 10 steelhead, one being a 
“survivor” fish roughly 7 inches 

long. He said, “It was a good sign to see the bigger steelhead which 
meant the fish are surviving the summers.”

He then went to Jackson Creek, starting at Wysteria Circle and 
worked his way south to Beall Lane. On this stretch he caught 
several more steelhead, a couple of large mouth bass and more 
crayfish. According to the Bear Creek Watershed Council, Jackson 
Creek is the third largest subbasin in the Bear Creek watershed, and 
Griffin Creek is the 5th largest subbasin.

Summer steelheads are known to use 14 miles of Griffin Creek, well 
upstream of Griffin Creek School.  During low water years, several 
small dams on Griffin Creek keep steelhead out of the headwaters 
of Griffin Creek.
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Central Point Chamber Hires New CEO - City Manager’s Note
The Central Point Area Chamber of Commerce has announced the appointment of Lisa O’Connor as 
their new Chief Executive Officer. Born and raised in Southern Oregon, Lisa is a graduate of Crater 
High School and Southern Oregon University and brings a wealth of experience to her new position, 
including 15 years in the nonprofit sector. Lisa has been instrumental in the growth and development 
of several nonprofits in Southern Oregon and hopes to continue that success with the Central Point 
Chamber. 

Lisa joins the Chamber of Commerce to promote local businesses and to 
build community. She believes “the Chamber’s role is to be the fabric that 
connects government and businesses to the community at large.” Lisa also 
says, “I am thrilled to be back in my hometown, working with an engaged 
group of community leaders. It is an exciting time to be working in a quaint 
city with such tremendous potential.”

As City Manager, I am very pleased with the appointment of Lisa O’Connor.  
In just the first few weeks under her leadership, I have seen encouraging 
signs of the synergy that Lisa is building between the City, local business 
community and the Central Point Chamber of Commerce.
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With a never-ending list of new and devious frauds, how can you keep your identity 
and money safe?  Follow these simple rules and use common sense.

Rule #1 – If it sounds too good to be true, it is.  
Rule #2 – Legitimate companies will NEVER ask for personal information by an 
unsolicited phone call or email.  Important correspondence will be in writing.

Rule #3 – Do not click a link in an email to get to a 
website.  Many times this leads to a fake Phishing Site that 
is designed to steal personal information.  ALWAYS type an 
address directly into a browser.
Rule #4 – Never accept overpayments for an item, 
Western Union or Money Orders, or respond to “buyers” 
from other countries.
Rule #5 – If you are unsure something is legitimate, find 
out before you commit.  Don’t fall victim to high pressure 
tactics.
Check out the below sites for more in-depth information.

www.ic3.gov
www.fbi.gov/scams-safety
www.lookstoogoodtobetrue.com
www.craigslist.org/about/scams

If you believe that you have become a victim of a scam, 
please contact the Central Point Police Department at  
541-664-5578.

Do we have your current phone number? 
 With technology changing daily and landlines disappearing, we are finding that we do not 
have current contact information for some of our customers. Our goal is to provide you with the 
best customer service possible. To better assist you in case of an emergency or water line break, 
we would like to be able to contact you in the most efficient way possible. Please help us keep our 
records up to date with your most current contact information. Please mail the below information 
back with your water payment, or call us at 541-664-3321 to make sure we have the most current 
information.

Customer Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Service Address: __________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________

Alternative Number: ________________________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________

Scams, Scams, Everywhere There’s Scams!

The official first day of Autumn was September 22nd, and the trees have started dropping their leaves.  
The City of Central Point has contracted with Rogue Disposal for our annual Leaf Pick-Up.  As in 
previous years, there will be two pick up days in Central Point so please mark your calendars. The first 
pick up will be on Monday, November 17th . The second, and last pick up, will be Friday, December 12th. 

Rogue Disposal cannot pick up loose leaves, or bags weighing more than 30 lbs. The tops of all bags 
should be securely closed.  Please place bags in the public right of way prior to 6:30 a.m. on leaf pick 
up days. 

If you miss both days of the leaf pick-up or end up with more leaves than you can fit into your regular 
green bin you can take your leaves and other green waste directly out to the transfer station in White 
City.  They will take them free of charge with the stipulation that you empty your own bags, trash cans 
or containers.  

Leaf pick up on the above dates is for residents INSIDE the city limits of Central Point. If you have 
any questions please call Rogue Disposal directly at 541-779-4161, or check their website  
www.roguedisposal.com. 

These dates will be posted on the City website 
calendar at www.centralpointoregon.gov, and on your 
water bill.

Fall Leaf Pick-Up

Veterans Day Commemoration
November 11, 2014

9:00 a.m.
Oregon Fallen War Heroes  

Memorial At Don Jones Park
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Summer steelhead currently only use about 5 miles of Jackson Creek due 
to poor culverts and dams.  

Air and water temperatures usually peak in late July or early August.  A 
temperature of 65°F was recorded on September 11th.  It’s likely that peak 
water temperatures in Griffin and Jackson were much higher than 65°F 
during this record hot summer. These temperatures are not good for native 
fish species.  Streams should be less than 64°F to provide the best rearing 
habitat for salmon and steelhead.

Young salmon and steelhead live in Rogue Valley streams before they migrate to the ocean.  Chinook 
salmon may only live in Medford and Central Point for several months before they leave.  Coho salmon 
spend one or occasionally two years in our streams before leaving.  Young steelhead usually spend two 
to three years in our streams.  

Young fish need to grow large enough in our streams to be ready to survive the ocean migration. 
During the time that young fish live in valley streams, they rely on our stewardship of water to ensure 
their survival.  For instance:

• Young steelhead need to survive two or three hot summers before being ready to migrate.  Streams 
that lack healthy shade won’t support a growing steelhead. 

• Young steelhead move back and forth between small streams and larger streams like Bear Creek 
and the Rogue River to find the best habitat.  Streams that are blocked with poor culverts and dams 
won’t support a growing steelhead.  

• Young steelhead need streams to have pools, riffles, woody debris, and undercut banks to find 
hiding places from predators and high flows.  Streams that are channelized into waterways that look 
like ditches won’t support a growing steelhead.  

Lower water levels definitely put streams and fish at higher risk to pollutants. Pollutants are more 
concentrated when flows are low, but in addition, the fish are already stressed by low flows and warm 
water temperatures that reduce the oxygen available in streams.  Some do’s and don’ts around streams:

• Any stream that flows on the valley bottom will have fish in it at least seasonally.  All streams, even 
very small streams that only flow in winter are important streams for the Rogue River.

• Protect and enhance a buffer of native trees and shrubs around all streams. 

• Never dump anything down a storm drain—these flow to streams untreated.

• Minimize the use of pesticides and herbicides, and always follow label instructions.

• Chlorine is exceedingly toxic to fish.  Never drain swimming pools or run city water directly into 
streams.

• Wet concrete is toxic to fish.  Work in streams almost always requires a permit.

• Never install a culvert without a permit from the Planning Department and the Department of State 
Lands, and check fish passage requirements.

• Don’t dump yard debris into streams. 

For more information on fish in our streams contact Mike Ono by email at  
mike.ono@centralpointoregon.gov. 

CERT Training RescheduledFish in our Streams Continued.....pg 1

Starting November 1, 2014, the restrooms in 
four Central Point neighborhood parks will be 
closed for winterization. 

These closures will be at Willie Mott Park, Van 
Horn Park, Forest Glen Park and Flanagan Park.  Closures 
will be from November 1st - March 15th each year. The 
restroom closures are being implemented due to previous 
damage from winter weather and the high incidence of 
vandalism.  

Restrooms at our larger city parks (Pfaff, Twin Creeks 
and Don Jones) will remain open for the winter months.  
Hours of operation for these parks will be 8:00 am to dusk 
(around 5:00 pm in the winter).

Summer hours will return in March for all park restrooms 
from 8:00 am to 10:00 pm.  

Park Restroom Changes

Due to busy summer schedules, the September CERT Basic Training was 
rescheduled for a time when more residents of our county could take 
advantage of this valuable training.  We are current accepting applications 
for a November training session.  Don’t delay in applying for your spot.  To 
qualify for the training an applicant must possess a desire to be a solution, not 

a victim, in the event of a disaster.  THAT’S IT!

CERT stands for “Community Emergency Response Team.”  It is a volunteer organization sponsored 
by our Central Point Police Department and funded by annual grants from FEMA.  CERT members are 
trained to supplement or augment Fire or Police in a disaster situation.

This training will be held on Nov. 8, 15 and 16, 2014 in the Central Point Council Chambers.  The first 
two days, please plan on 8 am to 5 pm days, lunch will be provided.  On the third day, we start out 
at City Hall for about one hour, then travel 3 blocks to the Public Works Corporation Yard for some 
important hands-on training.  We have traditionally released the CERTs, following their graduation, by 
around 2:30 pm.

If you have a desire to be trained in disaster preparedness, disaster response, fire safety, disaster 
psychology, flood fighting, victim extrication, light urban search and rescue and other valuable topics,  
with a keen focus on each member’s safety, don’t miss out – ask for an application soon!

You may stop by City Hall on Tuesdays or Wednesdays 8:30 am to 4 pm, to pick up an application from 
Rick Bartlett.  Just ask for Mr. Bartlett at the front counter 
and we can chat about the Community Emergency Response 
Team and what it can mean to you, to your neighbors, and 
your community in a disaster situation when professional 
help is hours, possibly days away from helping. You can 
also email rick.bartlett@centralpointoregon.gov. 

Dates Remember
November

4  -  Election Day
4  -  Planning Commission (6 pm)

11  -  Veterans Day *
13  -  City Council Meeting (7 pm)

17  - Leaf Pick-Up
17  -  Study Session (6 pm)

18  -  Park Commission (6:30 pm)
27  -  Thanksgiving  *

December
2 - Planning Commission (6 pm)

5 -  Community Christmas Light Parade
8  -  Multicutlural Committee (6 pm)

11 - City Council Meeting (7 pm)
12  -  Leaf Pick-Up

15 - Study Session (6 pm)
24 - Christmas Eve *

25  -  Christmas Day *

* = City Hall Closed
Meetings are subject to change, please check 

our website for more information. 



PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSLETTER. 

City Directory

City Manager
541-423-1026

Building Permits
541-423-1973

Code Enforcement
541-423-1034

Community Development
541-423-1973

Library (Central Point Branch)
541-664-3228

Police (Non Emergency)
541-664-5578

Parks and Recreation
541-664-3321 ext. 232

Public Works
541-423-1028

Public Works After Hours
1-800-726-6476

Utility Billing
541-664-3321 ext. 204

CALL 911 
for Fire, Medical and 
Police Emergencies

City Hall hours are 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Monday – Friday.  Feel free to drop in 
with questions, pay a bill, or just say 

“hello”.  

Contact Your Council 

email: info@centralpointoregon.gov

BEGINNING MICROSOFT WORD - This beginner’s course covers 
preparing and managing documents and adding visual appeal. We’ll 

explore file management, writing tools, creating headers 
and footers, and inserting tables and pictures. Please 
bring paper and pen. Tuesdays & Thursdays, November 4 
to 13 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Cost: $45. 

HOLIDAY TAKE & BAKE PIE MAKING BASICS - Pumpkin, apple, 
peach, and berry pies any way you slice it, fresh pies are a treat! You will 
learn how to create delicious pies using fresh and 
frozen ingredients. Plus, you will even take home 
your own ready to bake mouth-watering creation. 
Saturday, November 1 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. 
Cost: $15.

HEARTSAVER CPR AND FIRST AID - This class will 
cover information in the HeartSaver CPR AED course and 
includes skills on how to treat bleeding, sprains, broken 
bones, shock and other first aid emergencies. Saturday, 
November 15 from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. Cost: $60.

TEACHING KIDS TO SEW - Girls and boys ages 10-13 will learn basic 
sewing skills using their sewing machine in a series of three classes. 
Students will learn to cut and pin fabric for sewing on 
a machine, thread and wind a bobbin, sew a straight 
seam and learn several design stitches. Individualized 
instruction in a group setting. Thursdays, November 6 
to 20 from 4:00 to 5:30 pm. Cost $20.

EXTREME COUPONING IN SOUTHERN OREGON - Covered 
topics will include: coupon terminology and organization, locating and 
“stacking” coupons, time saving tips, store policies, 
local and online deals, couponing on your schedule 
and more. You will be clipping coupons and saving 
money!  Thursdays, November 6 & 13 from 6:00 to 
8:00 pm. Cost: $12.

Call 541-423-1012 to register for any of the above classes. 

Upcoming Parks and Rec Classes


