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Flood Season Essentials: Sandbags

When a flood is imminent or occurring, residents may want to use sandbags to protect at risk structures 
from inundation.  The purpose of this article is to provide you with a primer on what to expect if you need 

to utilize these resources, including where to go and how to properly fill and place sandbags.  
The Parks & Public Works Department stocks sandbag supplies every 
year in the event a flood should occur.  These resources become 
available for Central Point residents when weather outlook and 
stream conditions warrant activation of our emergency response 
procedures.  When this occurs, residents can fill sandbags at the Public 
Works Corporate Yard located on South 5th between Cedar and Ash 
Street.  If flood conditions worsen, additional sites will be opened and 
the locations of these areas will be advertised to the media and on 
the City of Central Point website.  The sandbags and sand are free of 
charge for residents as long as supplies last.  Please be prepared to 
show your ID to provide proof of residency.

The Explorer Post is comprised of young men and women ages 14-21 
that would like to learn more about a career in law enforcement. The 

Explorer Post helps with all city wide events like 4th of July Parade, DARE 
to Cruise, Battle of the Bones and many others. Our Explorers also get the 
opportunity to ride-along with our officers on their day to day patrols. The 
Explorer program was created in 2006 and to date the post had given the 
City of Central Point over 5,200 volunteer hours. The Explorer Post currently 
has openings for new members; for more information please contact Nikki 
Petersen at (541) 664-5578 or nikki.petersen@centralpointoregon.gov.

Central Point Police Department Explorer 
Post #2600
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  City Manager’s Note Pets in Parks
There is a source of pollution that most people don’t even think 

about, but this common pollutant is easy to take care of if you 
are a responsible pet owner.  Did you know that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) deemed pet waste 
a “nonpoint source of pollution” in 1991, which put poop in the same category as oil and toxic chemicals!  If this 
fact isn’t enough to make you clean up after man’s best friend, then perhaps this one will.  It has been estimated 
that a single gram of dog waste can contain 23 million fecal coliform bacteria, which are known to cause cramps, 
diarrhea, intestinal illness, and serious kidney disorders in humans.  The bottom line is that as the owner of a pet 
that “doody” is all yours to ensure that the pet waste generated by your pet is picked up and properly disposed 
of using the bags and trash receptacles provided.  
A large majority of people don’t realize that the Central Point Parks has an ordinance that specifically addresses 
dog related issues that pertain to the Parks. The ordinance can be found in the City Municipal Code in Section 
9.68.170 Dogs in parks. Dogs shall be allowed in parks on leash only (not to exceed six feet in length) with the 
exception of designated dog parks.  Any excrement created by an animal shall be immediately removed by the 
owner.  Some areas in parks may be designated to prohibit dogs and will be posted accordingly.  (Ord. 1899 
§1(part), 2007).
Having an ordinance stating the dog specific rules puts those who fail to obey the leash law or doggie doo 
requirement in jeopardy of being cited by the Police Department.  These rules were put in place to help protect 
the public by controlling animals and removing harmful 
pollutants.  Please be a responsible pet owner, keep your dog 
on a leash and pick up their dog waste.  
Thank you in advance from the Central Point Parks and 
Recreation and don’t forget to pick up after your pooch!

Dates to Remember
January

1  -  New Years Day 
6 - Multicutlural Committee (6 pm)

7 - Planning Commission (6 pm)
9  -  City Council Meeting (7 pm)

13  -  Council Study Session (6 pm)
14  -  Citizens Advisory Committee (6 pm)

20  -  Martin Luther King Jr. Day
23  -  City Council Meeting (7 pm)

February
4 - Planning Commission (6 pm)

13  -  City Council Meeting (7 pm) 
17 - Presidents Day 

20 - Parks Commision Meeting (6:30 pm) 
27 - City Council Meeting (7 pm)

Meetings are subject to change, please check 
our website for more information. 

      = City Offices Closed

In recent months the Central Point City Council has begun 
focusing on improving blighted properties within city limits.  

When a blighted property is brought to the city’s attention, the 
first step generally involves the Central Point Police Department’s 
Community Service Officer working with the property owners 
to achieve compliance.  In a few instances, property owners are 
unwilling or unable to improve their property, resulting in the City 
Council having to address these issues through the City’s derelict 
structure and chronic nuisance ordinances.  See the “before and 
after” pictures of a property recently addressed through this 
process.  Resolving this property’s issues has improved the entire 
surrounding neighborhood.  
If you feel that a specific Central Point property needs attention, 
please feel free to contact the City’s Community Services Officer 
at 541-664-3321 x 251.   You can find the derelict structure (#8.03) 
and chronic nuisance (#8.02) ordinances on the City’s website at 
www.centralpointoregon.gov.

City Manager Chris Clayton

Before

After

When filling sandbags, you should work in pairs with one person holding the bag while the other shovels in the 
fill material. The first shovel of fill will be placed on the lip of the bag to help hold the bag open. The person shov-
eling should use rounded scoops of fill until the bag is approximately one-third to one-half full. A completely 
full bag of wet sand or soil will be too heavy to work with. While shoveling, avoid extra movements (turning or 
twisting of the back) as this will tire you out sooner. The bag holder should bend at the waist until the elbows are 
resting on the knees while he is holding the bag open.
A sandbag wall or dike must be built properly to prevent hazardous failure of the wall.  The Army Corp of En-
gineers suggests that the width of a sandbag dike be three times the height. To put that into perspective, please 
refer to the table and figure below. 

Materials Required to Construct 100-Ft Long Sandbag Wall
Hight Above Ground No. of Bags Needed Cubic Yards of Sand Needed
1-ft 600-800 10 to 13
2-ft 1400-2000 23 to 33
3-ft 2200-3400 37 to 57
4-ft 5300 88

There are many different videos of sandbagging techniques, as well as other innovative flood protection measures 
available on the internet.  Remember to check the City’s website for specific flood related information, should a 
flood occur.

Flood Season Essentials Cont...

Employees at the City of Central Point usually 
adopts a family for the holidays. This year 

we have decided to gather donations of non-
perishable food items or cash donations 
to assist the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in 
Central Point. Police Chaplin Herb Percy is 

also a Pastor at this church and stated that they have seen an 
increase in families in need this year. In the past they have seen 
anywhere between 25 - 30 families needing assistance over the 
holidays. This yere there are between 50 and 75 families. We 
will be gathering the donations through 
out the month and delivering them to the 
Church on December 20th. 
Police Support Specialist Nikki Petersen 
is in charge of the project. If you have any 
questions please contact her at 541-664-
3321 x 600.

Helping Families in 
Need



PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSLETTER. 

City Directory

City Manager
541-423-1026

Building Permits
541-423-1973

Code Enforcement
541-423-1034

Community Development
541-423-1973

Library (Central Point Branch)
541-664-3228

Police (Non Emergency)
541-664-5578

Parks and Recreation
541-664-3321 ext. 232

Public Works
541-423-1028

Public Works After Hours
1-800-726-6476

Utility Billing
541-664-3321 ext. 204

CALL 911 
for Fire, Medical and 
Police Emergencies

City Hall hours are 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Monday – Friday.  Feel free to drop in 
with questions, pay a bill, or just say 

“hello”.  

Contact Your Council 

email: info@centralpointoregon.gov

January 2014 Recreation Classes
The Basics of Babysitting

Friday, January 3 from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm. $45 reg-
istration fee. This class will teach the best and safest 
ways to begin a babysitting business including cre-
ating a safe environment, fun games and easy snack 
ideas, determining which babysitting jobs to take, 
etc.

  
Beginning Tai Chi
Mondays and Wednesdays, January 6-29 from 
4:15 to 5:15 pm.  $55 registration fee.  Class par-
ticipants will learn Tai Chi basics including his-
tory, form description, and practice.

Beginning Cake Decoration 
Mondays, January 6-27 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. $25 
registration fee. Want to learn the basics of cake, 
cookie, and cupcake decoration? Then this four 
week course is the place for you!

Learn to Sew with Your Sewing Machine
Thursdays, January 9-23 from 4:00 to 5:30 pm.  
$15 registration fee.  Girls and boys ages 10-16 
will learn basic sewing skills using their sewing 
machine in a series of three classes. Machines are 
available for rent if you don’t have one.

HIP HOP with B!!
Fridays, January 10 – 31 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.  Free 
for kids from Kindergarten to 5th Grade.  Come learn 
some great Hip Hop moves and have a lot of fun!


